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Diocese of Northampton
Covid-19 Route Map: Step 3 Guidance (from 17th May 2021)

These guidelines are a summary of the national guidance “COVID-19: guidance for the safe use of places of worship” which can be found at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic-from-4-july/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-from-2-december and specific guidance from Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales (CBCEW) published on 15th May

We continue to take a risk based approach to both ensure public safety and provide public confidence with particular reference to local circumstances such as where there is an increase in Covid-19 cases and concomitant risks.

Despite the relaxation of some restrictions we still need to ensure: - 
· Cleaning to a good standard, using generally available cleaning fluids and detergents, with attention to frequent touchpoints 
· Hand sanitiser remains available and is used both on entering church and before liturgies
· The wearing of face coverings continues (apart for those who are exempt.)
· Good ventilation of buildings (especially during and between services).
· Routine cleaning as often as is needed for most surfaces people touch. Clearing spillages of body fluids (faeces, blood, vomit etc) should always follow specific higher standards. When made aware that someone who has tested positive for Covid-19 has used our buildings in the preceding 24 hours a specific thorough clean should take place.
· That stewards are on duty at all Sunday Masses, and whilst not essential during the week it is highly recommended they are present. This is a ministry which has developed during Covid-19 is greatly appreciated. 
· There is a methodology for track and trace (QR Codes or Mass Booking systems) for all large celebrations of Mass.  Individuals entering churches when there is no steward should take responsibility for track and trace (via scanning QR codes) and each church should display these prominently.
· Controls to access and egress for example, adopting a one way system where possible and controls to maintain social distancing

Social Distancing and Capacity of Churches
· Churches can only increase their Covid secure capacities following a documented review of their risk assessments. These reviews should be undertaken frequently and particularly where there is a change in local circumstances
· Where Covid mitigations are considered to be good and local circumstances permit (high vaccination levels/low virus prevalence) spacing at 1m is possible 

Congregational Singing
· Indoor congregational singing remains prohibited 
· Small cantor groups and other small choirs of no more than 6 are now permitted. Social distancing must be maintained at all times. 
· When communal worship takes place in the grounds or the outside space of a place of worship the congregation may join in with singing. Social contact limits apply, meaning that participating groups (of no more than 30) must not mingle.



Summary of Advice for Acts of Worship 
(This guidance has been reviewed and agreed by Fr Kevin McGinnell on behalf of the Liturgy Commission- where appropriate further detailed guidance will be made available) 

	MASS

	Capacity
	Covid-secure capacity of the church 

	Servers and Assistants
	Those needed for the celebration of Mass

	Holy Water Stoups
	Unfilled

	Votive Candles
	Available

	Veneration of Statues
	Touch but do not kiss

	Incense and Candles
	Can be used

	Readers
	Limit touching of Lectionary, but no need to sanitise hands at lectern

	Prayer of the Faithful
	Included as per previous diocesan guidelines

	Procession of Gifts
	Can be reintroduced but not recommended with those involved sanitising their hands. Only bread and wine in covered containers can be brought forward

	Sign of Peace
	Physical contact remains suspended

	Holy Communion
	Under one kind only. The minister says, “The Body of Christ” to each communicant who answers” Amen”. Our H&S advisors recommend in the hand only – if absolutely essential to provide on the tongue and subject to local risk assessment, communicants should wait until the end of the communion line and the minister should sanitise hands after each communicant.

	Concelebration
	Permitted subjected to safe local conditions and with communion by intinction

	Offertory
	Remote or contactless giving is preferred but a static receptacle, either fixed in position or held by a volunteer is permissible



	BAPTISM

	Capacity
	30 people at a stand-alone celebration; 
Covid-secure capacity when with other celebrations.

	Servers and Assistants
	As needed

	Anointings
	Should be applied using a cotton bud

	Pouring of Water
	With caution to prevent splashing - Where an infant is involved a parent/guardian or other member of the infant’s regular household should hold the infant. Water should be changed after each use

	White garment
	Do not use communal white garments, but a garment particular to each child

	Multiple baptisms in one
celebration
	Single family groups



	CONFIRMATION

	Capacity
	Covid-secure capacity of the church

	Servers and Assistants
	As needed

	Laying on of Hands
	Extension of hands over the confirmandi

	Anointing with Sacred Chrism
	Should be applied using a cotton bud

	Sign of Peace
	Gesture without touch





	SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 

	(Non-Covid-19 cases)

	Laying on of Hands
	Extension of hands over the sick person

	Anointing with Holy Oil
	Should be applied using a cotton bud

	Sign of Peace
	Gesture without touch

	(Covid-19 cases) – please also refer to specific Diocesan Guidelines 

	· In-person visits should not take place when parishioners are unwell and infectious at home. 
· For those in hospital or care homes, visits should follow the infection control guidance of the facility.



	ORDINATION

	Capacity
	Covid-secure capacity of the church 

	Servers and Assistants
	As needed

	Laying on of Hands 
(for priests and bishops)
	Bishop and a small number of concelebrants ensuring 
hand sanitising before and after

	Anointing with Sacred Chrism
	Should be applied using a cotton bud

	Vesting
	By a suitable person

	Giving of the symbols
	Both to sanitise hands before liturgical action

	Sign of Peace
	Gesture without touch



	MARRIAGE

	Capacity
	30 people

	Servers and Assistants
	As needed

	Exchange of Vows
	As usual

	Exchange of Rings
	As usual

	Holy Water 
	As previously permitted



	FUNERALS – please also refer also to diocesan guidelines for Funerals.

	Capacity
	Reassessment of covid-secure capacity of the church 

	Servers and Assistants
	As needed

	Reception of the Body and Vigil
	Permitted but not recommended 

	Coffin Bearers from friends and
family
	Permitted (less than 6)

	Sprinkling of the Coffin
	Permitted

	Placing of the Pall and Christian Symbols
	Permitted

	Incense and Holy Water at final
Commendation
	Permitted



	SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

	Environment
	Outdoor confession is recommended however If confessional boxes or rooms are used there must be very good ventilation e.g. an open window, a fan to circulate air, or leaving the door open for a minute between each penitent

	Mitigations
	Between the penitent and the priest, a heavy curtain or other such material (Perspex or plastic film) should be fixed where the penitent kneels or sits against the grille.

	Cleaning
	The confessional should be cleaned after each session of use  



Other Matters

1. Home Visits 
If requested home visits can now take place by priests, deacons, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and other volunteers. As a prerequisite those making a home visit must have received the full course of vaccination (two doses). It is important that the Government Guidance for people working in, visiting or delivering to other people’s homes is followed. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-19/homes

Of importance is that the minister to the sick or housebound person takes care to ensure that a minimum of visits takes place to different homes in a single session. There are three important steps to avoid possible spread of the virus, especially if infected but asymptomatic:
· It is recommended (outside hospital and hospice etc chaplaincies who have infection control in place) that one morning and one afternoon visit is made in a day
· The use of regular freely available Covid-19 home test kits is recommended for those doing pastoral visits, to ensure they are not potential vectors of infection to those who are sick and medically vulnerable. Obtain a Lateral Flow test.
· Careful hand sanitisation and minimising of exposure times indoors are important considerations as well.

2. Social Activities  
From 17 May, hospitality spaces within a place of worship, such as cafes, are permitted to open both inside and outside and managers should follow separate hospitality guidance. When consuming food and drink people should remain seated and take steps to minimise any risk of infection. People should not touch communal or shared objects, or handle items other than their own (for example, avoid the use of shared cutlery/dishes). As long as a hospitality space or caterer does not serve alcohol, people can order and collect food and drink from a counter, but they should consume food and drink while seated.

Managers of community facilities such as halls have discretion over when they consider it safe to open for any activity permitted by legislation and may decide to remain closed if they are not able to safely follow the advice in the relevant guidance, to make the space COVID-19 secure.
Permitted activities are limited and include such things as Support groups and parent and child groups. 

The guidance to be followed when opening halls is detailed Guidance for the use of multipurpose facilities and can be found on the Government’s site. 

Our insurers also have specific requirements as we start to reopen facilities which have been closed for many months. These are set out in guidance which has been distributed separately
 
3. Catechetical Groups/Formation Groups/Prayer Groups 
From 17 May, any group provision (educational or social) for under 18s may meet indoors or outdoors without limitations on group size. The regulations no longer require a limit on bubble sizes to a maximum number of attendees (per bubble). However, it is recommended that parish groups review their risk assessments for these groups and take steps to reduce the risk of community transmission between families and bubbles. All standard covid-security measures (social distancing, hand hygiene and face coverings etc.) will continue to be required.
Meetings for over 18s may meet indoors or outdoors in groups of no more than 15 (plus staff, volunteers, catechists and carers).
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