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RITE of COMMITTAL at a CEMETERY   
with FINAL COMMENDATION 
 [adapted from the Order of Christian Funerals 1990 

Other appropriate prayers should be considered from  
OCF Part V. 26  – Prayers for the Dead – a few are given on p.7] 

 
Given the context of the CoVid19 crisis this text is offered 

to be used and adapted as required for each specific situation 
 
Procession to the grave – Psalm 24 
Sufficient verses are prayed to cover the procession from the hearse to the grave 
 

[optional response]  
TO YOU, O LORD, I LIFT UP MY SOUL. 
 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
I trust you, let me not be disappointed; 
do not let my enemies triumph. 
Those who hope in you shall not be disappointed; 
but only those who wantonly break faith. 
 
Lord, make me know your ways. 
Lord, teach me your paths. 
Make me walk in your truth and teach me; 
for you are God my saviour. 
 
In you I hope all the day long 
because of your goodness, O lord. 
Remember your mercy, Lord, 
and the love you have shown from of old. 
Do not remember the sins of my youth. 
In your love remember me. 
 
The Lord is good and upright. 
He shows the path to those who stray, 
he guides the humble in the right path; 
he teaches his way to the poor. 
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His ways are faithfulness and love 
for those who keep his covenant and will. 
The Lord’s friendship is for those who revere him; 
to them he reveals his covenant.  
 
If anyone fears the Lord  
he will show him the path he should choose. 
His soul shall live in happiness  
and his children shall possess the land. 
The Lord’s friendship is for those who revere him; 
to them he reveals his covenant. 
 
My eyes are always on the Lord; 
for he rescues my feet from the snare. 
Turn to me and have mercy  
for I am lonely and poor,. 
 
Relieve the anguish of my heart 
and set me free from my distress. 
See my affliction and my toil 
and take all my sins away. 
 
See how many are my foes;  
how violent their hatred for me. 
Preserve my life and rescue me. 
Do not disappoint me, you are my refuge. 
May innocence and uprightness protect me: 
for my hope is in you, O Lord. 
 
Redeem Israel O God from all its distress. 
 
Eternal rest grant unto her/him, O Lord, 
AND LET PERPETUAL LIGHT SHINE UPON HER/HIM. 
May s/he rest in peace. 
AMEN. 
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Greeting 
The grace and peace of God our Father,  
who raised Jesus from the dead be with you - AND WITH YOUR SPIRIT 

 
Sprinkling with Holy Water 
In the waters of baptism N.,  died with Christ and rose with him to new life 
May s/he now share with him eternal glory. 
 
Invitation to Prayer 

Dear friends in Christ,  
in the name of Jesus and of his Church we gather to pray for N.  
that God may bring her/him to everlasting peace and rest. 
We share the pain of loss, but the promise of eternal life gives us hope. 
Let us comfort one another as we turn to God in prayer 

 
Opening Prayer [or any other prayer in the Order of Christian Funerals] 

O God, glory of believers and life of the just, 
by the death and resurrection of your Son, we are redeemed: 
have mercy on your servant N., 
and make her/him worthy to share the joys of paradise, 
for s/he believed in the resurrection of the death. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
The Word of God –  
 [or any other lection from the Lectionary Volume III Masses for the Dead] 

 

 [when read by a priest/deacon 
The Lord be with you - AND WITH YOUR SPIRIT] 
A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew - GLORY TO YOU, O LORD 
 

Towards the dawn on the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala  
and the other Mary went to visit the sepulchre. Suddenly there  
was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, descending  
from heaven came and rolled away the stone and sat on it.  
His face was like lightning, his robe white as snow. The angel  
said to the women, “There is no need for you to be afraid.  
I know you are looking for Jesus who was crucified.  
He is not here, for he has risen, as he said he would.  
Come and see the place where he lay, then go quickly  
and tell his disciples, “He has risen from the dead and now  
he is going ahead of you to Galilee; that is where you will see him.”  
Look! I have told you.” Filled with awe and great joy the women  
came quickly away from the tomb and ran to tell his disciples. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord - PRAISE TO YOU, LORD JESUS CHRIST 
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A moment of silence follows 

 
Prayer over the place of committal 

 
All praise to you, Lord of all creation. 
Praise to you, holy and living God. 
We praise and bless you for your mercy,  
We praise and bless you for your kindness. 
ALL : BLESSED IS THE LORD OUR GOD 
 
You sanctify the homes of the living 
And make holy the places of the dead. 
You alone open the gates of righteousness 
And lead us to the dwellings of the saints. 
ALL : BLESSED IS THE LORD OUR GOD 
 
We praise you, our refuge and strength. 
We bless you, our God and Redeemer. 
Your praise is always in our hearts and on our lips. 
We remember the mighty deeds of the covenant. 
ALL : BLESSED IS THE LORD OUR GOD 
 
Almighty and ever living God, 
remember the mercy  
with which you graced your servant N. in this life. 
Receive her/him, we pray, into the mansions of the saints.  
As we bless his  resting place,  
look also with favour on those who mourn  
and comfort them in their loss. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord.  
AMEN  

 
and/or Prayer of blessing for the grave 

O God by whose mercy  
the faithful departed find rest 
bless this grave,  
and send your holy angel to watch over it. 
As we bury here the body of our sister/brother 
deliver her/his soul from every bond of sin, 
that s/he may rejoice in you with your saints for ever. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
AMEN 
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Litany of Farewell 

Saints of God, come to her/his aid.  
Hasten to meet her/him angels of the Lord 
RECEIVE HER/HIS SOUL  
AND PRESENT HER/HIM TO GOD THE MOST HIGH 
May Christ who called you take you to himself;  
may angels lead you to the bosom of Abraham 
RECEIVE HER/HIS SOUL  
AND PRESENT HER/HIM TO GOD THE MOST HIGH 
Eternal rest grant unto her/him O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon her/him 
RECEIVE HER/HIS SOUL  
AND PRESENT HER/HIM TO GOD THE MOST HIGH 

 
Sign of Farewell  
Holy Water is offered to those present who wish to sprinkle the coffin 
 
Prayer of Commendation and the Committal 

In the sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life 
through our Lord Jesus Christ 
we commend to almighty God our sister/brother N. 
and we commit her/his body to the ground: 
earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. 
The Lord bless her/him and keep her/him, 
the Lord make his face shine upon her/him  
and be gracious to her/him, 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon him and give her/him peace.  

 
General Intercessions 

Let us pray 
Response : Lord hear us - LORD GRACIOUSLY HEAR US 
 

For N. who in baptism was given the pledge of eternal life,  
that s/he may now be admitted to the company of the saints.  
 

For our sister/brother who ate the body of Christ, the bread of life,  
that s/he may be raised up on the last day.  
 

For those who have fallen asleep in the hope of rising again, 
that they may see God face to face.  
 

For all of us assembled here to worship in faith, 
especially those who mourn and are in sorrow,  
that we may be gathered together again in God's kingdom.  
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Our Father  

OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN,  

HALLOWED BE THY NAME.  

THY KINGDOM COME.  

THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH, AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. 
GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD, 
AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES,  
AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US,  
AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION,   
BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL. 

 
Concluding Prayer 

Listen, O God, to the prayers of your Church 
on behalf of the faithful departed, 
and grant to the soul of your servant N., 
whose funeral we have celebrated today, 
the inheritance promised to all your saints. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. AMEN 

 
Prayer over the People 
 

Bow down for God’s blessing 
 

Merciful Lord, 
you know the anguish of the sorrowful, 
you are attentive to the prayers of the humble., 
Hear your people who cry out to you in their need, 
and strengthen their hope in your lasting goodness. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. AMEN. 
 
Eternal rest grant unto her/him, O Lord, 
AND LET PERPETUAL LIGHT SHINE UPON HER/HIM. 
May s/he rest in peace. AMEN 
May her/his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God,  rest in peace. AMEN 
 
May the love of God and the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
console you and gently wipe every tear from your eyes. AMEN 
 
May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit. AMEN 
 
Go in the peace of Christ -THANKS BE TO GOD 
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Other Prayers        [OCF] 
 

A parent         [n.30] 
God of our ancestors in faith 
by the covenant made on Mount Sinai  
you taught your people to strengthen the bonds of family 
through faith, honour, love. 
Look kindly upon N., 
a father/mother who sought to bind his/her children to you. 
Bring him/her one day to our heavenly home 
where the saints dwell in blessedness and peace. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. AMEN. 
 

A wife         [n.34] 
Eternal God, you made the love of man and woman 
a sign of the bond between Christ and the Church. 
Grant mercy and peace to N., 
who was united in love with her husband. 
May the care and devotion of her life upon earth  
find a lasting reward in heaven. 
Look kindly on his husband and family 
as they now turn to your compassion and love. 
Strengthen their faith and lighten their loss. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. AMEN. 
 

A husband         [n.35] 
Eternal God, you made the love of man and woman 
a sign of the bond between Christ and the Church. 
Grant mercy and peace to N., 
who was united in love with his wife. 
May the care and devotion of his/her life upon earth  
find a lasting reward in heaven. 
Look kindly on his wife and family 
as they now turn to your compassion and love. 
Strengthen their faith and lighten their loss. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. AMEN. 
 

An elderly person         [n.37] 
God of mercy, look kindly in your servant N., 
who has set down the burden of her/his years. 
As s/he served you faithfully throughout her/his life, 
may you give her/him the fullness of your peace and joy. 
We give thanks for the long life of N., now caught up in your eternal love. 
We make our prayer in the name of Jesus who is our risen Lord 
now and forever. AMEN. 


