
 

 

LOVE CHRISTMAS 2021 

Caritas Northampton has recently been setup as a new department in the diocese. Its work 

is inspired by the life and example of Jesus Christ and shares the mission of the Catholic 

Church to serve the poor and to promote charity and justice throughout the diocese 

through local social action. Caritas Northampton seeks to develop the capacity of personal, 

parish and community action to address many forms of misery and to promote social 

justice throughout the diocese.  

We would like to invite your parish to take part in the Love Christmas Campaign that aims 

to provide some joy and happiness to those most in need this Christmas by reaching out 

and letting people know we are with them, and they are not alone.  

Through Love Christmas, we invite you to join a vibrant movement of generosity across the 

UK which is together hoping to share a million Bags of Kindness with others. These bags 

could include a range of food, clothing, necessities, and gifts, with the goal of both helping 

each recipient materially and enabling them to feel the warmth of human connection and 

the joy of Christmas.  

Love Christmas is a national initiative, growing through a network of thousands of churches 

and other local organisations, connecting people of all faiths and none. 

3 simple steps to get involved 

Give - Invite your parishioners to give items from a gift list, or provide their own filled 
bag(s) of kindness, or donate money towards the campaign. 

Pack - Organise fun filled and Christmassy packing days where parishioners can come 
and help pack gift bags. Gifts can be packed at home, in schools, or in the church. 

Deliver - Deliver your gifts to anyone you know who is in need, and / or to the 
organisations the diocese is working with, that support the needy in your local area. 
Fully details of what is needed and where will be provided to each parish taking part. 

 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/lent/documents/papa-francesco_20131226_messaggio-quaresima2014.html
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html


 
 
Who will receive your bags of kindness? 
We have, on behalf of the diocese, reached out to various organisation across each county 

within the diocese. They will be providing information as to who are most in genuine need 

locally. This could range from toddlers and pre-school children to older school children,  

low-income families and pensioners who are living in poverty. These people will all greatly 

benefit from a bag of kindness and a little extra comfort and joy this Christmas.  

Caritas Northampton will liaise with these organisations for each parish, and they will 

distribute our bags of joy to the individuals and families on your behalf.   

Preparing your bags of joy – How and What 
 
This can be approached in one or more ways:  

• Parishioners can donate toys and gifts for the bags which can then be made up 
centrally by a team of volunteers.  

• Parishioners could provide a prefilled bag(s) to the parish based on a list of 
those identified previously as in need. E.g., a female child aged 5, or an elderly man 
living alone, or even a bag of treats for a young family. 

• Donations could be sought and used to purchase items and the bags made up. 
     

Full support will be available from the Caritas Northampton office including bags and tags 
if needed. 
 
If you would like more information, or to get involved in this wonderful initiative, please 
contact us using the details below. 
 
Office: 01604 434362 
Mobile: 07756 685220 
Email: caritas@northamptondiocese.org 
Web: northamptondiocese.org/lovechristmas  
 
Many thanks 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:caritas@northamptondiocese.org

